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DOCTRINAL. 


TO  MR.  WILBERFORCE. 

LETTER  NO.  6. 

Sir — A  perfon  unacquainted  with  ar¬ 
tificial  theology,  and  ignorant  of  the  ex¬ 
travagances  of  which  it  is  capable,  would 
he  much  au'*prised  when  informed,  that  a 
scheme  like  the  one  we  have  been  con¬ 
templating,  was  invented  expressly  to 
vindicate  the  cliaracter  of  Deity.  He 
would  naturally  inquire,  what  imputation 
can  be  supposed,  worse  than  the  one  this 
vindication  necessarily  brings  with  it  ? — 
He  will  urge  that  the  apology  is  totally 
on  the  side  of  man,  and  not  of  his  maker; 
since  the  depravity  which  is  hereditary 
and  inevitable,  renders  what  is  termeil 
vice  as  instinctive,  and  consequently  as 
innocent  as  the  brutal  propensities  of  the 
most  brutal  animals ;  and  he  will  ask, 
('an  any  thing  stronger  be  suggested  a- 
gainst  the  divine  perfections,  than  to 
treat  these  instinctive  propensities  as 
crimes  deserving  eternal  punishment  ? — 
When  you  unfold  your  principles  before 
him,  by  asserting  that  every  thing  which 
comes  immediately  out  of  the  hands  of 
Deity,  must  be  perfect ;  that  it  is  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  divine  attributes,  to  form 
creatures  in  a  depraved  state,  and  there- 
ihre  they  must  have  been  rendered  de¬ 
praved  by  incidental  circumstances  ;  he 
will  reply  that  the  difference  is  not  so  im¬ 
mense  between  permitting  the  agency  of 
a  wicked  spirit  to  effectuate  this  »tal 
change,  by  which  his  own  eterngl  pur¬ 


pose  was  accomplished,  and  ^originally 
creating  man  with  the  propeifsities  you 
contemplate  and  l.ewail :  nor.,  is  there 
more  injustice  in  punishing  mankind  for 
primitive  depravity,  than  in  rendering 
them  liable  to  eternal  damnation  for  im¬ 
puted  criipes. 

But  without  wishing  to  palliate  the 
frailties  and  impe.r^'actio&s  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  he  will  remind  youf#  that  there  is  a 
large  space  between  absolute  perfection 
of  character,  and  radical  depravity  ;  and 
that  a  large  diversity  of  mixed  charac¬ 
ters  may  be  formed  within  that  space  : — 
and  he  will  again  demand,.  What  proofs 
have  you  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
divine  perfections  to  create  beings  capa¬ 
ble  of  this  diversity  If  you  say  that 
every  thing  which  comes  from  God  must 
be  perfect,  he  will  require  an  explanation. 
He  will  ask,  Do  you  mean  to  preclude 
the  Deity  from  the  creation  of  any  be¬ 
ings,  who  are  not  perfect  in  knowledge, 
disposition,  and  felicity?  without  which 
there  must  be  occasional  crimes  of  ig¬ 
norance,  of  depraved  wills,  and  some 
share  of  misery  ;  if  so,  you  presume  to 
limit  his  creative  powers  to  beings  per¬ 
fect,  like  himself.  If  this  position  be 
disavowed,  it  necessarily  follow, 
that  there  must  wMomo  Ulatl  and  degree 
of  imperfection  in  the  creation  of  (Sod. 
And  this  being  admitted,  he  will  again 
ask,  How  can  you  prove  tliat  the  degree 
of  imperfection  and  depravity  observable 
in  human  nature,  exceeds  that  which  is 
within  thc  limits  of  the  divine  attributes 
to  admit?  He  will  further  suggest  the 
possibility,  that,  in  the  wide  empire  of 
the  universe,  an  infinite  diversity  of 
methods  may,  in  the  plenitude  of  infinite 
wisdom,  be  rendered  conducive  to  the 
same  issue;  the  promotion  of  all  possible 
happiness.  He  may  suppose  it  to  be  the 
divine  plan,  in  our  system  to  form  beings 
that  shall  be  placed  at  a  great  distance 
from  complete  felicity,  but  with  endow¬ 
ments  that  shall  render  felicity  attain¬ 
able;  to  create  in  ignorance,  but  to  fur¬ 
nish  with  powers  and  means  of  acquiring 
knowledge;  in  weakness,  both  individu¬ 
ally  and  collectively,  but  with  the  capa¬ 
city  of  acquiring  personal  and  combined 
strength  :  to  implant  a  principle  of  self- 
love,  which  though  innocent  in  its  nature, 
may  prove  inordinate  and  pernicious,  un¬ 
less  it  be  under  the  control  of  higher 
principles,  with  which  our  natures  are 
likewise  endowed;  to  inflict  sufferings, 
but  to  give  them  a  salutary  tendency,  so 


that  they  may  be  prckluctive  of  greater 
good  than  could  have  been  promoted  with¬ 
out  them.  He  will  admit  that  such  a 
plan  may  not  correspond  with  our  wishes; 
and  that  our  impatience  to  enjoy  happi¬ 
ness,  will  induce  us  to  imagine  that  it  is 
infinitely  more  consonant  with  our  ideas 
of  a  wise  and  perfect  Governor,  than 
plunging  a  whole  race  into  endless  misery 
at  once,  without  crimes  of  their  own, 
without  means  of  reforming  their  native 
depravity,  or  hopes  of  escape! 

One  singular  advaniage  attends  the  a- 
bove  hypothesis  :  it  is  not  necessary  that 
it  should  be  true,  in  order  to  invalidate 
yours.  If  there  be  no  proofs  that  it  is 
contrary  to  scripture,  that  it  is  irrational, 
or  that  it  is  peculiarly  derogatory  to  the 
divine  perfections,  it  has  infinitely  the  ad¬ 
vantage.  It  may  be  false,  and  yet  con¬ 
fute  your  bold  asNertion,  that  there  is  no 
other  way  of  exp'aiuing  the  phenomena 
of  human  depravity,  than  the  one  yoa 
have  adopted :  it  may  he  false,  and  yet  af¬ 
ford  a  more  pertinent  and  more  honour¬ 
able  solution  of  the  difficulty,  until  the 
j  discovery  of  a  better  shall  produce  still 
greater  satisfaction  to  the  impatient  mind. 

I  If  the  adoption  of  this  should  commit 
too  great  a  violence  upon  prejudices  and 
I  h-ibiti  liial  have  Ijjjki  Jong  formed,  there 
is  another  hypotiiesis  which  approaches 
nearer  to  your  own,  and  cught  to  have  a 
decided  preference:  and  that  is  the  anci¬ 
ent  doctrine  of  Manes,  from  which  yours 
IS  manifestly  derived,  and  of  which  it 
may  be  justly  deemed  a  corruption. — 
The  Manechsean  system  completely  ex¬ 
culpates  Deity  from  being  the  author  of 
evil,  and  the  intentional  cause  of  misery. 
The  Creator  is  deprived  by  it  of  no  other 
attribute  than  that  of  infinite  power, 
which  is  no  impeachment  of  his  moral 
character.  Since  his  designs  and  plans 
may  yet  be  just,  wise,  and  good,  the 
grand  respectability  of  character  still  re¬ 
mains,  and  the  incessant  exertions  cf  his 
power,  to  the  destruction  of  misery  which 
he  did  not  voluntarily  permit,  still  de¬ 
mand  the  universal  tribute  of  love  and 
gratitude.  Their  doctrine  further  ad¬ 
ministers  this  consolation:  it  admits  that 
the  good  Being  will  finally  become  tri¬ 
umphant  over  the  malignant  Spirit ;  and 
that  order,  virtue,  happiness,  shall,  at 
some  future  period,  be  diffused  through 
the  universe.  Who,  Sir,  that  has  it  m 
his  choice,  would  not  prefer  reposing  hia 
mind  upon  an  error  which  promises  sufh 
a  desirable  issue,  rather  (bau  suffer  it  to 
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be  tossed,  like  the  fellen  angels  in  Milton, 
upon  the  waves  and  surges  of  eternal 
miserjj  to  which  your  system  incessant¬ 
ly  directs  our  thoughts? 

Many  other  objections  might  be  ad¬ 
vanced  against  an  hypothesis  which  you 
deem  so  essential  to  Christianity  5  but  if 
the  force  of  these  already  urged  be  not 
sufficient  to  subdue  your  prejudices,  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  expect  success  from 
the  most  numerous  auxiliaries.  ‘VVe 
might  examine  the  principles  upon  which 
you  rest  the  importance  of  this  doctrine, 
andprove  them  fallacious.  We  might  as¬ 
sert  that  to  strike  terror  into  the  human 
mind,  by  expatiating  upon  the  danger  of 
actual  transgressions,  is  much  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  atfcctuate  a  change  in  minds 
and  morals,  than  the  -method  your  sys¬ 
tem  pursues.  -For  true  repentence  can 
«nly  arise  from  cgnsciousness  of  personal 
guilt ;  and  a  rational  expectation  of  the 
terrible  judgments  of  God,  can  alone  be 
founded  on  a  conviction  that  they  are 
righteous,  and  we  deserve  them.— It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  demonstrate  that 
a  firm  and  influential  belief  of  your  hy¬ 
pothesis  would  extend  the  most  baneful 
effects  over  the  whole  human  race,  in  ev¬ 
ery  successive  generation.  -It  would 
-bring  forward  such  a  total  debasement  of 
character,  as  to  create  mutual  detesta- 
-tion,  and  excite  universal  suspicion.  It 
would  compel  every  individual,  when 
.Accused  of  the  vilest  dispositions,  and 
■basest  principles,  to  admit  the  charge. — 
It  woujd  dift'usa  an  universal  gloom, 
which  nothing  could,  nothing  ought  to  dis¬ 
sipate.  The  benevAlent  mind  w'ould  per¬ 
petually  suffer  the  torments  of  the  damn¬ 
ed,  by  reflecting  upon  the  miseries  that 
probably  await  the  majority  of  its  most 
intimate  and  endearieg  connexions. — 
Every  principle  of  humanity  would  for¬ 
bid  the  most  virtuous  commerce  of  the 
sexes  j  and  celibacy,  as  the  only  means 
of  exterminating  a  rare  born  under  the 
wrath  and  curse  of  its  Creator,  would  be 
the  sublimcst  of  duties! — You  might  al¬ 
so  be  admonished,  that  if  the  danger  of 
speculative  errors  proceed  from  their  per¬ 
nicious  tendency,  an  error  so  peculiarly 
dishonourable  to  Bcity,  which  hath  a 
tendency  to  embitter  every  enjoymentin 
life,  to  throw  one  class  of  persons  info 
a  sinful  despondency,  and  tempt  another 
>to  reject  all  religion,  must  deservedly  be 
4>laccd  among  the  most  dangerous;  and 
•nothing  can  prove  a  future  excuse  for 
your  creed,  but  that  sincerity  against 
which  you  have  entered  so  solemn  a  pro¬ 
test  ;  or  afford  such  consolation  to  the 
mind,  as  the  benignity  which  your  creed 
insults.  Having  thus  reasoned  with  you 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  subject,  we 
might  justly  extol  our  courtesy  in  conde- 
pending  to  ^rgue  with  persons  whose  hy¬ 


pothesis  deprives  them  of  the  right.  For 
what  evidence  can  those  produce,  that 
they  are  qualified  to  argue  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject,  whose  leading  principle  it  is,  that  j 
the  fall  of  Adam  has  impaired,  our  intel¬ 
lects,  and  blinded  our  judgments,  to  such 
a  degree,  that  we  are  not  able  in  any  one 
Instance,  to  think  or  to  act  aright  ?  How 
cas  they  who  maintain  the  depravity  of 
human  reason  convince  us  that  every 
thing  they  urge  in  defence  of  their  sys¬ 
tem  does  not  procceo  from  that  very  per¬ 
version  of  intellect  which  they  confess  to 
have  seized  the -whole  human  race? 

Justice  could  not  be  done  to  these  hints, 
without  increasing  ourtrespass  upon  your 
time  and  patience;  and  therefore  they 
are  submitted  to  the  amplification  of  your 
leisure  moments. 

It  is  hoped,  Sir,  that  you  will-perceive, 
from  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  in 
the  letters,  to  state  the  objections  to  the 
doctrine  of  original  sin,  in  all  their  force, 
that  the  writer  sincerely  aims  at  your 
conviction.  ’He  would  be  happy  to  re- 
licvc.youfrom  the  embarrassment  of  mind 
under  wliich  you  manifestly  labor.  He 
assures  you  that  it  is  a  pleasant  thing  fur 
-faith  (0  walk  hand  in  hand  with  reason  ; 
and  he  sincerely  thinks,  that  it  would  not 
only  be  an  honor,  but  an  advantage  to  ra¬ 
tional  Christianity,  were  you  tabecome  its 
advocate.  Eloquence,  like  yours,  founded 
upon  true  principles,  nught  produce  the 
most  beneficial  consequences. 

These  Letters  are  addressed  to  you 
through  the  medium  of  the  public,  that 
they  may,  in  some  de^ce.  serve  as  an 
antidote  to  the  pernicrous  effects  of  your 
Treatise,  upon  minds  already  prejudiced 
against  Christianity, — whose  prejudices 
must  inevitably  be  confirmed,  by  the  ap¬ 
prehension  that  your  doctrines  are  essen- ; 
tial  to  genuine  Christianity.  It  is  also 
ardently  desired  to  soften  that  uncharit-  j 
able  asperity,  whioli  your  work  is  unhap-  j 
pily  calculated  to  increase  among  a  nu-  i 
merous  and  respectable  body  of  Chri.st-  j 
ians,  by  indicating  that^your  principles- 
are  not  rejected  without  mature  consider-  I 
ation.  The  writer  is  further  desirous  of  ■ 
making  the  e.speriment,  whether  it  be  I 
not  possible  for  reason  to  gain  the  as-  j 
cendancy,  over  the  influence  of  station,  | 
and  popularity  of  character.  He  has,  I 
therefore,  concealed  his  name,  that-his  ar-  ' 
guments  may  be  appreciated  according 
to  their  real  validity,  and  that  their  in¬ 
fluence  may  not  be  diminished  by  preju¬ 
dice,  or  receive  adventitious  force  from 
predilection..  If  he  has  in  some  instan¬ 
ces,  expressed  himself  in  strong  language, 
he  has  taken  care  that  such  language 
should  be  authorised  by  stronger  argu¬ 
ments;  and  whenever  he  has  manifested 
indignation,  he  has  felt  that  the  doctrine 
(leserves  it,  which  was  with  him  an  ad¬ 


ditional  proof,  of  its  beinj'  a  pernicious 
error ;  for  nothing  which  comes  from  God 
can  possibly  excite  that  emotion.  ,He 
must  confess  also  that  he  is  very  solicit¬ 
ous  to  shaaie,  if  ^possible,  ithat  class  of 
Christians  into  feelings  of  self-reproach, 
who  dare  to  countenance, 'in  their  official 
^  capacity,  sentiments  their  private  opini- 
I  ons  reject  It  is  well  known  that  many 
of  our  publiu  teachers  laugh  in  then- 
sleeves, — and  some  of  these  sleeves, 
they  say  are  of  lawn, — at  those  doctrines 
which  they  inculcatefrorn  the  pulpit  with 
a  pretended  -earnestness.  Theyimust 
surely,  upon  reflection,  eonsider  them¬ 
selves  as  degraded  to  a  level  with  the 
hireling  sentinels  of  an  qld  gothic  castle, 
who  guard,  with  apparent  zeal,  the  sup¬ 
posed  repository  01  the  archives  of  th« 
the  empire  ;  while  they  are  confident 
there  is  nothing  within,  but  rubbish  and 
vermin!  If,  Sir,  sincerity  itself  be  not 
always  a  security,  how  great  must  be  the 
danger  of  insincerity,  particularly  in  a 
case  where  they  are  stigmatizing  their 
Creator?  If  it  be  a  dreadful  perversion 
to  represent  the  DevH  himsejf  as  an  angel 
of  light,  what  shall  we  term  that  con¬ 
duct,  which  without  the  plea  of  ignor- 
ance,  represents  the  source  of  light,  in, a 
character  similar  to  that  of  an  angel  ot 
darkness! 

With  the  respect  due  to  your  distin¬ 
guished  merits,  1  have, the  honor  to  sub 
scribe  myself. 

Sir,  your  fellow  Christian, 
and  obedient  servant, 

A  LAYMAN. 

F or  trie  Evangelical  Magazine . 
Though  I  speak  with  the  topgues  0/  men 
and  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am 
become  as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal.^^ 

It  has  been  the  object  of  religious  pro¬ 
fessors,  to  purposely  misrepresent  and 
endeavor  to  break  down  those  who  differ 
'from  them  in  sentiment;  and  often  it  is, 
tiiat  we  hear  what  amounts  to  no  less  than 
downright  falsehood,  proclaimed  from  the 
consecrated  desk  ;  and,  also  from  the  in- 
'iluence  of  those  weak  sophisms  upon  their 
bearers,  many  of  them  resort  to  the  same 
means  for  the  very  same  ends.  I  would 
not  be  understood  that  they  all  do  it  with 
an  evil  intention:  for  after  having  heard 
their  own  sentiments  advocated,  and  all 
others  anathematized  and  proscribed,  it  is 
not  at  all  a  matter  of  wonder,  or  aston 
ishment,  that  we  see  them  thus  engaged. 
It  may  be  therefore  imputed  to  ignorance, 
and  not  wholly  as  a  crime.  They  have 
a  zeal,  but  not  according  to  knowledge, 
which  is  of  all  things  the  most  selfisl^ 
and  by  no  means  easily  entreated. 

•Situated  as  wc  are,  among  so  many  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions  of  Christianity,  how  shgll 
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determine  which  is  on  the  side  of 
truth  ?  It  is  acknowledged  by  all,  to  be 
almost  an  indispensable  duty,  for  every 
person  that  has  arrived  to  years  of  un¬ 
derstanding,  to  adopt  a  system  of  reli¬ 
gious  truths  and  principles.  But  who 
has  been  so  fortunate,  as  to  arrive  in  this 
pursuit,  at  truth,  uninixed  with  error?  Or 
who  has  discovered  an  infallible  rule,  by 
which  hci  may  aspire  to  these  truths  ?— 
lias  not  the  Author  of  our  being  bestowed  | 
upon  any  of  his  creature?,  a  gijt  that  will  j 
aid  them  in  this  pursuit?  For  myself,  I 
can  find  no  better  way,  than  to  exercise 
the  monitor  in  iny  breast,  the  faculty  that 
should  rule  and  direct  us,  in  all  our  sen¬ 
timents  and  opinions.  I  am  aware  that 
our  understanding  is  liable  to  err,  but  this 
is  by  no  means  a  crime,  but  a  misfortune. 
The  ideas  of  one  person  may  not  exactly 
correspond  with  those  of  another;  but,  in¬ 
dependent  of  prejudice,  tradition,  and 
superstition,  I  am  sure  they  would  coin¬ 
cide  much  better  than  many  of  the  senti¬ 
ments -presumed  to  Redrawn  from  the 
the  Bible. 

“But,’’  says  an  enthusiast,  “you  must 
not  apply  to  your  reason,  in  matters  of 
religion,  you  would  be  considered  an  in¬ 
fidel  were  you  to  do  so.’’  Yes,  we  are  to 
prostrate  the  noblest  faculty  of  our  na¬ 
tures,  and  the  only  one  that  distinguishes 
us  from  the  brutes  themselves!  We  are 
to  lake  it  for  granted,  without  one  mo¬ 
ments  consideration  as  to  its  truth  or  ra¬ 
tionality,  an  imposition  that  has  been 
])alined  upon  community  by  aspiring  eccle¬ 
siastics,  that  our  merciful  Father  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  burning  hell,  out  of  his- (mere) 
good  pleasure,  (for  he- says  he  will  do  all 
his  pleasure,)  to- appease  his  wrath,  and 
avenge  himself  against  his  disobedient 
children.  But  to  say-nothingof  the  truth 
ofprinciples  or  sentiments — whether  the 
I’nivcisalist  doctrine  is  true  or  false,  it 
matters  not  in  the  least — it  is  certain  that 
unmerited  reproach  has  been  heaped, 
not  only,  on  the  sentiments,  but  upon  men 
of  the  most  unexceptionable  characters, 
highly  distinguished  for  morality,  and  1 
may  truly  say,  fur  virtuous  actions,  merely, 
because  they  were  fully  established  in 
the  belief  of  those  principles,-which  teach 
113  to  do  good  to  all  mankind,  to  Jive  with 
ihcm  ns  our  brethren,  and  not  as  our  ene¬ 
mies  ;  to  entertain  the  hope,  that  even 
tlie  most  vile  shall  be  changed,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  when  the  last  trump 
shall  sound,  and  fiat  this  corruptible  shall 
inherit  an  incoriuptible  crown  of  ever¬ 
lasting  life. 

Is  this  making  a  brute  of  one’s  self,' 
and  rendering  him  unfit  for  civilized  so¬ 
ciety  ?  Should  a  man  be  ranked  among- 
devils  and  damned  spirits,  only  for  his 
btliff — merely  because  he  believes  or 
doubts  a  little  more  (or  less^than  others? 


This  certainly  is  the  case  in  the  esti-  j 
mation  of  many.  It  is  instilled  into  the 
youthful  mind,  while  the  judgment  is  | 
weak,  and  generally  strengthens  with  it.  I 
Few  children,  nurtured  by  people  pro-  ' 
fessing  to  believe  in  an  endless  hell,  have  i 
risen  to  years, of  understanding,  without  I 
having  this  diabolical  idea  of  Universal-  j 
ists,  and  their  doctrine,  pictured  to  them  j 
i a  more  than  savage  deformity.  And  it  is  ; 
often  the  case,  when  a  young  person  has  \ 
been  trained  up  in  this  mode  of  thinking,  | 
when  he  arrives  to  years  of  understanding,  ; 
that  he  begins  to  ihmbt  the  correctness  of  ' 
it;  &  his  riper  judgment,  after  taking  one  | 
scrutinizing  view,  at  once  discovers-its  j 
fallacy,  and  immediately  directs  hU  at-  j 
tention  to  sentiments  more  consistent  and  ! 
reasonable.  But  alas !  he  at  once  beholds  j 
the  finger  of  proscription  directed  at  him,  ^ 
and  receives  its  poisonous  shafts.  | 

To  tell  a  young  person  who  has  just  es-  i 
tablished  his  sentiments  in  favor  of  Uni-  j 


principles,  and  the  prostration  of  all  so ' 
cial  feelings.  One  thing  is  self  evident, 
that — 

**The  good  muFl  merit  God’s  peculiar  care  ; 
But  who  but  God,  can  telJ  us  who  they  are  ? 
Olio  thinks  on  Calvin  heaven’s  own  spirit  full, 
Another  deems  him  instrument  of  hell : 

If  Calvin  fuel  heaven’s  blessing,  or  its  rod. 

This  cries  there  is;  and  that,  there  is  no  God. 
What  shocks  one  part,  will  edifv  the  rest. 

Nor  with  one  system  can  they  tiu  bo  West ; 

,  The  very  best  will  variously  incline. 

And  what  rewards  your  virtue,  punish  mine.’' 

C. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
ANSWER  TO  ELIHU. 

JVIessrs.  Editors. — Having  been  an 
attentive  reader  of  your  valuable  an  inter¬ 
esting  Magazine,  from  its  commencement, 
a.'id  having,  according  to  ray  ability,  trea¬ 
sured  what  I  considered  to  be  truth,  and 
rejected  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  errors 
contained  in  it,  I  have  to  solicit  your  in- 


versalism,  that  you  have  no  more  hopes  of  |  dulgeiice  while  I  briefly  and  mildly  state 


him,  tliat  he  is  undoing  and  ruining  him¬ 
self  forever,  .that  he  had  better  have  had 
a  premature  grave,  than  to  settle  down 
upon  such  principles,  is  certainly  very 
wrong,  besides  beings  in  my  opinion,  in  a 
great  degree  criminal. 

Every  one  has  a  right  to  cherish  and 


some  objections  to  the  soul-sleeping  doc¬ 
trine  which  has  lately  made  its  appearance 
in  your  18th  No.  in  an  article  signed  -KK- 
hu,  and  I  hope  he  will  kindly  set  me  right 
where  I  may  be  wrong. 

In  support  of  the  above  mentioned  dark 
and  gloomy  doctrine,  he  has  ventured  to 


express  his  own  sentiments  ;  and  if  er-  '  decide,  that  the  soul  dies  with  the  body, 

rors  of  the  understanding,  are  to  be  the  ■  and  then  quotes  I  Tim.  vi.  16,  to  prove 

subject  of  reproach  and  liostility,  1  say  :  that  Ged  is  the  only  immortal  being  now 

adieu  to  human  society ;  for  there  is  no  ;  in  existence. 

person  however  talented,  or  upright,  who  j  According  to  the  scriptures,  Jesus  of 
will  escape  proscription.  I  Nazareth  was  once  a  mortal  being,  here  on 


Every  one  has  an  equal  right  to  retort 
upon  another,  differing  from  him  in  senti¬ 
ment,  and  should  this  the  case,  what 
consequences  would  follow  ?  1  answer, 
that  human  society  would  no  longer  be 
harmony;  and  discord  and  disputing,  con¬ 
tention  and  strife,  would  ensue,  and  I 
imagine  there  would  be  a  worse  hell  upon 
earth,  titan  we  have  any  reason  to  fear  in 
a  future  state. 

Tliese  people,  if  opposed  in  their  hue 
and  cry  against  Universalists,  immedi¬ 
ately  raise  the  cry  of  persecution,  “  we 
expect  to  be  a  persecuted  people,  it  was 
so  predicted,  and  has  always  been  the 
case.”  But  reflect  one  moment,  have 


earth,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  land  of 
Judea.  But  God,  who  is  rich  In  mercy, 
and  almighty  in  power,  has  raised  him 
from  death,  to  reign  with  him  at  his  own 
right  hand,  in  the  realms  of  boundless 
bliss  and  cloudless  day.  Acts  ii  24,  Pet. 
i  21 ;  and,  “  Being  raised  from  the  dead> 
he  dieth  no  more ;  death  hath  no  more  do¬ 
minion  over  him.  Rom.  vi  9. 

Now  if  God  is  the  only  immortal  being, 
then  Elihu  must  admit  tliat  Jesus  Christ 
wJio  lived  and  died,  rose  and  revived ,  is 
God,  or  deny  his  resurrection,  or  which  is 
tantamount  thereto,  deny  that  Christ  is 
nt>w  immortal.  It  is  true  that  God  is  the 
only  being  that  hath  immortality  as  his  oten, 


not  these  ungodly  beings  as  you  term  i  original^  underived  nature,  and  other 

them,  who  beiiqve  in  the  mercy  and  good- 1  derive  it  from  him,  as  the  lucid 

ness  of  the  Almighty,  I  say,  have  not  j  inoon  and  glimmering  stars  receive  their 
they,  and  do  they  not  now  suSer  more  j  light  from  the  golden  sun,  or  as  the  branch 
from  the  venomous  shafts  of  persecution,  |  draws  its  nourishment  and  support  from 
than  those  who  profess  to  be  this  persecu-  j  Ihe  parent  vine,  - 

ted  people?  They  absolutely  do.  They  i  Our  blessed  Saviour,  when  on  earth, 
have  been  slandered  and  cried  down  as  i  once  said  to  bis  apostles,  “Ye  are  the  light 
infidels,  and  ranked"  with  thieves  and  |  of  the  world,  a  city  tlAt  is  set  on  a  hill 
murderers  without  the  least  distinction,  i  cannot  be  hid.”  Matt,  v  14. 
and  all  this  only -for  their  6e/te/.  From  But  Elihu  seems  to  think  they  have 
one  wrong  opinion,  or  an  opinion  difiering  been  extinguished  as  the  light  of  a  candle 
in  any  respect  from  their  own,  their  ene-  when  it  is  put  out ;  and  if  it  is  as  he  would 
mies  infer  the  subTersion  of  all  moral  have  it,  then  they  have  pmiAed,  and  are- 
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therefore  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast 
out,  and  trodden  underfoot  of  men. 

Christ  says,  “  a  city  set  on  a  hill  cannot 
be  hid.’^  But  Elihu’s  theory  is,  that  the 
city  to  which  Christ  had  reference  is  hid 
in  the  land  of  darkness,  in  the  shades  of 
silence,  where  the  gloomy  prisoners  lie : 
and  if  so,  then  the  maje*tic  stream  of  ages 
that  has  rolled  by,  has  carried  generations, 
cities,  and  empires,  souls  and  bodies,  to 
one  original  stale  of  nonentity,  in  oblivion’s 
dark  and  dismal  abode  ;  or  if  they  exist, 
they  will  be  unconscious  of  it, — so  that  it 
is  no  better  than  nonentity. 

Paul  says,  “  Now  therefore  ye  are  no 
more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow- 
citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the  house¬ 
hold  of  God.  And  are  built  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  apostles  aad  prophets, 
Jesus  Christ  liimself  being  the  chief  cor¬ 
ner  stone  ;  in  whom  all  tlie  building,  fitly 
framed  together,  groweth  unto  an  holy 
temple  in  the  Lord  :  in  whom  ye  also  are 
builded  together,  for  an  habitation  of  God 
through  the  spirit.^’  Eph.  ii  19,20,21, 
22. 

EUhu  says  that  the  spirits  of  tlie  apos¬ 
tles  are  dead.  It  therefore  follows  that  the 
foundation  of  this  spacious  and  magnificent 
edifice,  sacred  to  the  genius  of  every  spir¬ 
itual  builder  with  God,  “  is  now  no  more 
of  a  conscious  rational  being,  thaii  the  wind 
that  blows  in  the  forest.” 

The  apostle  speaks  of  Christ,  in  whom 
all  the  building,  (not  part,)  fitly  framed 
together,  groweth  (not  dieth)  unto  an  holy 
temple  in  the  Lord.  Why,  then,  does 
Elihu  wish  to  reverse  the  good  news  of  the 
gospel,  and  substitute  the  sleepy  doctrine 
instead  thereof? 

Elihu  also  says,  “  the  conscious  rational 
man,or  rationality,  wholly  originates  in  the 
fleshly  brains,  in  connexion  with  the  nerv¬ 
ous  system.”  Now  if  this  be  the  case,  man 
will  have  no  consciousness  liereafter,  even 
should  he  be  raised  to  immortality,  unless 
he  has  a  fleshly  nature,  seeing  rationality, 
or  consciousness,  “  wholly  originates  with  ! 
the  fleshly  brains.”!!  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I 
have  always  supposed  that  consciousness, 
or  rationality,  originated  with,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  God,  the  “  Father  of  our  spi¬ 
rits.”  I  conceive  Elihu’s  conclusion,  that, 
because  there  is  not  the  same  outward  man¬ 
ifestations  of  intellect  or  rationality  in  in¬ 
fancy,  idiocy,  and  old  age,  as  there  is  in 
the  vigor  of  mature  manhood,  there  is  no 
intellect  or  conscious  soul,  to  be  as  errone¬ 
ous  as  it  would  be  to  argue,  because  the 
sun  does  not  emit  the  same  degree  of  light 
and  heat  in  the  morning  and  evening  that 
it  does  at  mid.-day,  or  because  we  cannot 
see  it  at  night  when  our  hemiphere  is  turn¬ 
ed  from  it,  that,  Uierefore,  the  sun  does 
not  exist,  or  if  it  does  exist,  it  does  not 
shine.  The  truth  is,  the  sun  always  ex¬ 
ists,  and  always  shines,  whether  we  see  it 


or  not :  and  the  human  mind,  or  rational 
soul,  which  is  derived  from  God,  always 
exists,  though  outward  circumstances  may 
obscure  its  brilliancy  or  its  operation  from 
our  view.  Christ  says,  God  “  is  the  God 
of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob — He  is  not 
the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living.” 
Now  if  the  souls  or  spirits  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob  died  with  their  bodies, 
Christ  must  have  stated  an  untruth  when 
he  said  God  was  their  God,  and  yet  was 
“  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  liv- 

The  royal  jisalmist  of  Israel  says,  “  I 
will  never  forget  thy  precepts :  for  with 
them  hast  thou  quickened  me.”  Ps.  cix 
93.  And  in  another  place  he  testifies  as 
follows:  “I  will  sing  praise  unto  my  God, 
while  I  have  any  being.  Ps.  cxlvi  2. 
But  Elihu  says  no,  not  so  ;  you  shall  have 
an  existence  as  unconscious  as  the  wind, 
and  your  harp  shall  hang  in  silence  on  the 
willow. 

When  good  old  Simeon  was  almost 
worn  out  with  age,  and  sinking  under  the 
weight  of  years,  he  entered  the  temple  of 
worship,  where  his  eyes  beheld,  and  arms 
embraced  the  holy  child  Jesus ;  and  press¬ 
ing  the  sweet  babe  of  Bethlehem  to  his 
bosom,  he  exclaimed,  “  Lord,  now  lettest 
thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  accord¬ 
ing  to  thy  word :  For  mine  eyes  have  seen 
thy  salvation,  which  thou  hast  prepared 
before  the  face  of  all  people ;  a  light  to 
lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy 
people  Israel.”  Luke  ii  28 — 32.  Why 
this  earnest  and  fervent  ejaculation  should 
have  been  made,  indicating  that  his  soul 
was  overwhelmed  with  joy  unspeakable 
and  full  of  glory .^I  am  totally  unable  to 
conceive,  if  indeed  Simeon  believed  that 
the  spirit  dies  with  the  body.  Why  wish 
to  become  unconscious  of  his  Saviour,  and 
of  that  joy  which  he  then  realized  ?  If 
such  is  the  effect  of  gospel  grace  on  the 
hearts  of  men,  then  I  must  confess  I  am  yet 
a  stranger  to  it 

If  the  apostle  Paul  was  a  believer  in  the 
soul  sleeping  doctrine,  how  shall  we  ac¬ 
count  for  his  being  “  In  a  strait  between 
two,  having  a  desire  to  depart  and  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better:”  nevertheless 
to  abide  in  the  flesh  was  more  needful  for 
his  brethren  ?  Phil,  i  23,  24. 

Was  it  good  news  from  on  high,  the  spi¬ 
rit  that  giveth  life  and  charity  that  never 
faileth,  that  inspired  his  soul  with  a  desire 
to  become  unconscious  of  any  consolation 
in  Christ?  Or  was  it  a  prelibation  of 
greater  pleasures  in  his  Saviour  at  the  end 
of  his  pilgrimage  in  the  flesh  that  gave  him 
this  ardent  desire  to  depart  and  be  with 
Christ  in  immortality  ?  Paul  affirms  that 
Christ  is  risen  from  the  dead ;  and  then 
adds,  that  If  Christ  be  not  raised,  then 
they  also  who  ate  fallen  asleep  in  Christ 
sue  perished;”  (i.  c.  put  out,  quenched,  or 


abolished.)  “But  now  is  Christ  risen 
from  the  dead,  and  become  the  first  fruits 
of  them  that  slept.”  I  Cor.  xv  17 — 20. 
It  therefore  unavoidably  follows,  that  Paul 
predicated  the  evidence  of  the  immortality 
of  the  soul  on  the  reserrection  of  Christ, 
and  has  most  beautifully  illustrated  this 
doctrine  by  the  grain  sown  that  dies,  and 
the  germ  that  does  not  die.  Here  is  the 
ground  and  pillar  of  my  soul,  and  the  hope 
of  a  future  harvest.  But,  alas,  if  the  chit, 
or  sprout,  dies  with  the  body,  then  where 
is  the  prospect  of  the  resurrection  ? 

Paul  further  says,  “  You  hath  he  quick¬ 
ened,  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins.”  “  Even  when  we  were  dead  in 
sins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with 
Christ.”  Eph.ii  1 — 5.  “And  if  Christ 
be  in  you,  the  body  is  dead  because  of  sin; 
but  the  spirit  is  life  because  of  righteous¬ 
ness.  And  if  the  spirit  of  Him  that  raised 
up  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwell  in  you,  he 
that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead  shall 
also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  His 
spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you.”  Rom.  viii 
10,  11. 

I  have  here  presented  a  specimen  of  that 
testimony  which  cannot  be  impeached.  1 
have  entered  the  field  of  life,  where 
“  Whosoever  bclieveth  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  is  born  of  God.  (I  John,  v  1.) 
And  not  only  so,  they  have  everlasting  lifi^ 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.”  John  vi  47, 
Christ  said,  “  I  am  the  living  bread  which 
came  down  from  heaven  :  if  any  man  eat 
of  this  bread  he  shall  live  forever.”  “Who¬ 
soever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die.”  If  Elihu  thinks  there  are 
some  who  “  would  have  us  believe  that 
Solomon,  where  he  says  ‘  the  dead  know 
not  any  thing,’  did  not  mean  as  he  said,” 
I  would  ask  whether  he  believes  Solomon 
meant  as  he  said,  when  he  declared, 
“  Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  the  dust  as 
it  was ;  and  the  spirit  shall  return  to  God 
who  gave  it”  ? 

IcONOCLASTES. 

Power  of  Eloquence. — The  accomplish¬ 
ed  sceptic,  Chesterfield,  was  present  when 
Whitfield  presented  the  votary  of  sin  tin¬ 
der  the  figure  of  a  blind  beggar  led  by  a 
little  dog.  The  dog  had  broken  the  string. 
The  blind  cripple,  with  his  staff  between 
dis  hands,  groped  his  way  unconsciously 
to  the  side  of  a  precipice.  As  he  felt  along 
wdth  his  staff,  it  dropped  down  the  descent 
too  deep  to  send  back  an  echo.  He  tho’t 
it  on  the  ground,  and  bending  forward  took 
one  careful  step  to  recover  it.  But  he  trod 
on  vacancy,  poised  for  a  moment,  and  as 
he  fell  headlong — Chesterfield  sprang 
from  his  seat,  exclaiming,  “  By  heavens, 
he  is  gone !” 

Trust  not  a  man  in  the  night,  whose  eye 
roves  from  yours  in  the  light. 
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OUR  OWN  CONCERNS. 

To  each  delinquent  Mibscriber  for  this  paper, 
ibe  publisher  would  say 

PAY  ME  THAT  THOU  OWESTl 
**Stop,  stop,  friend  Skinner!’'  says  neighbor 
Caution;  “  not  quite  so  fast  !’*  you  will  offend 
your  patrons  if  you  address  them  in  this  harnh 
language.”  Well,  perhaps  it  may  be  so.  We 
usk  your  pardon.  It  is  altogether  probable  it 
may  tound  harsh  and  severe,  at  least,  in  the  ears 
of  debtort.  Indeed  vee  well  know  from  experi- 
rnce  how  it  sounds  to  those  who  oire  any  thing. 
We  will  therefore  attempt  a  little  improvement. 

Kind,  benevolent,  liberal,  and  generous  Patrons, 
will  you  have  the  goodness,  the  condescension, 
(he  mercy,  and  the  justice,  (this  last  word  sounds 
rather  harsh,”  says  neighbor  Caution,  but  we 
can’t  he'lp  it,)  to  send  us  a  little— -cosA  We 
feel  extremely  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  making  this  request.  But  our  apology  for 
making  it,  is,  that  we  are  particularly  needy, 
and  largely  involved  in  debt.  We  have  to  pay  cash 
to  Paper-makers — cash  to  Printers, — cash  for  rent 
— cash  for  Jire  wood — cash  for  food  and  raiment. 
But  alas!  how  are  we  to  get  the  cash  to  pay 
these  enormous  expences.^  Our  Subscribers  are 
requested  to  answer.  The  amount  due  from 
subscribers,  is,  to  them  individually,  but  a  trifle; 
but  the  aggregate  amount  is  to  one  (and  he  strug¬ 
gling  with  poverty)  of  vast  consequence ;  and  is 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  this 
paper.  “  Whatsoever  things  are  just — if  there  be 
any  virtue — think  of  these  things." 

mrSubscribers  living  at  a  distance,  who  have 
not  yet  paid  for  the  current  volume  of  the  Maga- 
y.ine,  are  requested  to  send  by  mail,  or  other¬ 
wise,  1 1,50  to  D.  Skinner,  Utica,  N.  Y.  as  soon 
as  convenient.  Where  two  or  more  subscribers 
can  join  and  send  payment  together  without  di¬ 
viding  a  dollar,  it  should  be  done.  But  where 
this  is  not  practicable,  any  one  sending  a  two 
dollar  bill,  where  they  owe  but  ^1,50,  may  send 
it  at  our  expeoco  of  postage;  and  after deduct- 
iDg  postage,  if  there  is  any  thing  their  due,  we 
will  either  send  them  the  balance  in  Sermons 
and  Pamphlets,  or  credit  them  the  amount  of  it 
on  the  next  volume,  as  they  shall  direct. 

CONFERENCE. 

The  Monthly  Conference  of  Universalis!  Min¬ 
isters  met,  agreeable  to  appointment,  at  the 
house  of  Br.  S.  R.  Smith,  in  Clinton,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  14th  inst.— -Present,  Brs.  S.  R 
Smith,  George  Messinger,  Walter  Bullard,  and 
D.  Skinner — enjoyed  a  pleasant  interview;  and 
in  the  evening  a  discourse  was  delivered  by  the 
latter,  from  Judges  ix;14, 15. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Sauquoit  village  on  the 
2d  Wednesday  in  February  next.  All  minister 
;og  brethren  are  invited  to  attend 


”  True  Believers  hated  by  the  World." — A  Dis¬ 
course  with  this  title  has  just  been  published  at 
this  OiTice,  by  /tev.  S.  R.  Smith,  of  Clinton.  It 
was  delivered  in  Clinton  on  the  3d  Sunday  in 
November,  and  in  (his  place  the  1st  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  last,  on  the  text,  John  xv:lP,  19.*  ‘If  the 
world  hate  you;  ye  know  that  it  bated  me  before 
it  bated  you,”  &c.  It  is,  like  all  the  productions 
from  the  same  pen,  a  truly  excellent  and  valu¬ 
able  article.  The  author  in  the  first  place  speaks 
of  (he  application  that  is  commonly  made  of 
the  text,  and  particularly  of  tho  erroneous  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  word  world  by  modern  preach¬ 
ers,  to  the  irreligious  or  non-professing  world, 
showing  that  this  could  not  hare  been  the  ap- 
clication  made  j>j  our  Saviour,  as  the  Jews  were 
all  religious,  and  the  Gentiles,  at  that  time  had 
never  heard  of  Christ  or  his  apostles,  and  there¬ 
fore  could  neither  lore  nor  Late  them.  He  next 
proceeds  to  show  that  it  was  the  professedly  re. 
ligious  world  that  hated  Christ  and  bis  apostles, 
points  out  the  true  cltaraclerialict  of  that  world, 
and  the  reasons  why  it  haled  them.  He  then 
makes  a  just  application  of  the  text  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  age  of  the  world,  and  shows  that  the  same 
chaiacteristics  exist  in  the  popularly  religious 
world  now,  that  existed  in  that  world  that  hated 
Christ;  and  that  the  same  causes  that  then  ope¬ 
rated  to  bring  down  the  hatred  of  the  ancient 
religious  world  upon  the  Saviour  and  bis  follow¬ 
ers,  now  operate  to  fix  the  iiatred  of  the  same 
characters  on  all,  who,  like  the  Saviour,  neglect 
to  conform  to  all  of  their  dogmas  and  supersti. 
tious  notions,  and  boldly  expose  their  abomina¬ 
tions  and  hypocrisy.  We  should  be  glad,  had 
we  room,  to  copy  the  whole  discourse  into  our 
columns.  But  as  our  room  is  limited,  and  wc 
have  other  important  matter  on  hand,  we  must 
content  ourselves  with  reconkt:'.eiidiog  to  our 
readers  to  purchase  the  Sermon,  and  presenting 
!  them  with  the  following  extract  from  it,  on  the 
characteristics  of  the  world  that  hated  Christ  and 
his  apostles ;  — 

“  But  it  can  require  no  argument  to 
prove  that  neither  the  universe  in  general, 
nor  any  proper  part  of  mere  physical  being, 
nor  an  age  or  period  of  time,  can  either 
love  or  hate.  And  therefore  none  of  the 
meanings  yet  given  to  worlds  can  be  that  of 
the  text. 

“  Let  it  be  observed,  then,  that  as  the 
world  means  an  economy,  or  dispensation, 
so  it  also  signifies  those  who  live  under,  or 
are  the  subjects  of  any  particular  dispen¬ 
sation.  Thus,  those  who  lived  under  the 
/ate,  were  said  to  be  of  that  world — or,  if 
you  choose,  were  the  “  world's  people 
and  this  constituted  the  world  which  could 
and  would  love  its  own,‘what  was  like 
itself,  and  would  hate  whatever  and  who¬ 
ever  was  not  conformed  to  it.  And  it  will, 
if  possible,  be  still  more  manifest  that  we 
are  correct  in  this,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  it  was  with  the  subjects  of  the  Mosaic 


dispensation  that  Jesus  bad  to  do.  For  at 
the  time  when  be  delivered  the  sentiment 
of  the  text,  the  Gentiles  had  not  heard  of 
Christ  and  his  apostles,  and  therefore  hated 
neither.  Of  course,  as  they  were  known 
only  by  the  Jews,  and  must  be  hated  only 
by  those  by  whom  they  were  known,  it 
follows  that  the  world  which  hated  our  Sa¬ 
viour  and  his  disciples  was  the  Jewish 
world,  or  the  people  of  Israel. 

“  It  will  now  be  proper  to  notice  the 
characteristics  of  this  world.,  in  order  that 
we  may  more  distinctly  perceive  how,  and 
in  what  sense,  neither  Chri^  nor  his  im¬ 
mediate  followers  were  of  the  world. 

1.  It  was  in  every  proper  sense,  as  far 
as  mere  profession  and  form  can  go,  a  reli¬ 
gious  world.  It  had  many  ages  previous, 
received  a  revelation  from  God  under  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  solemnity,  grandeur,  and 
terror,  which  admitted  no  uncertainty,  and 
left  no  doubt  of  its  divine  original.  That 
revelation  was  adopted,  professed,  and 
maintained,  by  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  of  that  generation ;  and  had  avow¬ 
edly  constituted  the  religion  of  the  whole 
nation,  without  an  instance  of  general  apos- 
tacy,  for  many  centuries. 

2.  It  was  not  merely  a  religious  world; 
but  religion  Wis fashionable  and  respecla- 

\  ble;  and  those  who  professed  most,  were 
most  respected.  Hence,  it  was  not  only 
fashionable  to  profess  religion,  but  to  soy 
and  do  almost  every  thing  in  a  very  reli¬ 
gious  way.  And  whether  they  attended 
the  market,  or  gave  alms,  or  oppressed  the 
poor,  or  defrauded  the  hireling,  or  devour¬ 
ed  the  portion  of  the  widow  and  the  or¬ 
phan — they  still  carried  about  them  the 
solemn  grimace — the  sanctimonious  cant 
— the  fashionable  and  imposing  jMretentioii 
to  religion !  This  spirit  was  carried  so  far 
as  to  influence  the  dress,  and  it  could  be 
ascertained  whether  an  individual  wished 
to  be  considered  particularly  religiouSj  by 
the  ornaments  of  his  head,  or  the  very  bor¬ 
ders  of  his  garments ! ! 

“  3.  The  world  which  hated  the  Re¬ 
deemer  and  his  few  followers,  was  spray¬ 
ing  world.  Perhap  no  people  were  ever 
so  much  distinguished  for  punctilious 
observance  of  this  rite,  as  were  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  our  Saviour.  layers  were  indeed 
enjoined,  as  a  part  of  their  religious  duty; 
and  the  periods  for  its  solemn  observance 
were  specified  in  the  records  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary.  But  they  were  not  satisfied  with 
merely  performing  their  duty — they  must 
do  more  ;  and  they  accordingly  prayed  at 
times,  and  in  manner,  and  on  occasions, 
which  were  not  required  of  them.  Those 
who  wished  to  distinguish  themselves  for 
their  zeal,  prayed  often,  and  made  long 
prayers,  and  were  exceedin^y  careful  so 
to  make  them  as  to  be  seen  of  men.  So 
I  that  not  only  the  sanctuary  resomaded  to 
\their  petitions,  but  the  markets,  and  the 
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very  comers  of  the  streets  tvere  50  many 
places  of  ostensible  devotion. 

“  4.  The  XDorld  which  hated  Christ  and 
his  disciples,  was  much  inclined  to  the 
punctilious  observance  of  forma  and  cere- 
monies.  The  religion  which  it  Itad  receiv¬ 
ed  and  professed,  was  remarkable  for  the 
multitade  of  its  rights — and  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  persons  of  ordinary  zeal  might 
find  enough  in  its  absolute  injunctions,  to 
give  full  employment,  both  to  the  fancy 
and  the  heart.  But  that  people,  like  all 
others,  were  disposed  to  seek  out  inventions] 
and  among  them,  invented  a  number  of 
rites  not  enjoined  -by  their  law,  Thu?— 
though  their-  tythe  system  would  seem  to 
be  as  particular '  as  could  be  agreeable  to 
the  mass  of  the  people,  yet  they  invented 
the  tything  of  “mint,  and  annise,  and  cum-, 
min !”  And  although  the  gifts  and  offer* 
ings  which  they  were  bound  to  make  to 
the  sanctuary  for  the  support  of  religion 
and  its  ministers,  were  various,  numerous 
and  expen8ive;-^stiU  they  authorised  chil¬ 
dren  to  defraud  their  parents. of  Aeir  servi¬ 
ces  by  saying,  I4is  Cofban — ^“agift!”  In 
addition  to  these  things,  they  practised  a 
great  variety  of  rites  of  a  purifying  nature. 
Many  of  these  were  also  enjoined  in  the  of¬ 
fices  of  their  religion;  but  many  more  add¬ 
ed  by  their  elders.  So  that  they  could  not 
even  eat  without  performing  a  certain  ab¬ 
lution. 

“  5 .  Nob  to :  me  ntion  several  other  particu¬ 
lars  that  might  b«  enumerated — such  as 
their  exclusive  spirit,  their  self-righteous¬ 
ness,  and  their  feacs  of -pollution  from  eat¬ 
ing,  or  coming,  in  contact  with  sinners— 
they  were  pertinacious  in  their  regard  for 
the  SaJbbathf  and  punctiliously .  strict  in 
their  determination  to  keep  it  holy.  .  And 
being  fearful  lest  in  the  performance  of 
“works  of  charity  and  mercy,”  they  might 
opstake  the  means,  or  the  end,  they  ap- 
jjear  to  have  dispensed  with  even  these. 
Nothing  therefore  could  be  done  thro’  fear 
of  doing  wrong;  and  every  thing  was  omit¬ 
ted  under  the  pretence  of  omitting  all  that 
was  agreeable  to  duty.” 

We  cannot  forbear  making  the  following 
beautiful  extract  on  the  cont.*ast  between  .Cbrist 
and  the  voorld  that  hated  him : 

“It  has  been  observed,..that  tlie  enemies 
of  our  Saviour  were  a  praying  people]  that 
they  made  long  prayers,  formal  in  charac¬ 
ter,  and  systematically  regular  at  stated  pe¬ 
riods  of  time,,  None  of.hese  particulars 
distinguished  the  practice  of  Christ.  For 
though  both  a  prophet  and  a  teacher,  only- 
a  very  few  instances  of  vocal  ,and  conse¬ 
quently  public  prayer,  are  recorded  as 
made  %  him.  lliere  is  good  reason  to 
belive,  that  bis  ministry  continued  about 
three  years — and  no  doubt  of  its  being 
more  tnan  one;  yet  in  tliis  whole  period,  it 
is  remarkable  that  he  did  not  make  as  ina- 

jjublic  prayers,  aS  would  be  offered  in 


ordinary  cases,  by  one  of  his  religious  na* 
tion  in  a  single  day  !  Those  which  he 
did  offer,  were  invariably  produced  by  the 
occasion — were  the  spoutaneous.effusioo  of 
a  heart,  touched  with  the  most  tender  and 
e.vpansive  sympathy;  or  feelingly  alive  to 
the  delicacy 'and  dependence  of  his  situa¬ 
tion;  or  overwhelmed  .with,  and  home 
down  by,  the  torrent  of  oppression  and  cru¬ 
elty  which ..  followed  hin>  through  eveiy 
period  of  his  labors,  and  menaced  him  on 
every  occasion.  Nor  does  it  appear  lhat 
in  any  one  instance,  he  was  governed  by 
the  Jewish  stated  periods  of  public  prayer? 
And  instead  of  the  pompous  and.  verbose, 
and  long,  and  labored  j)etition  of  the  Phar¬ 
isee — his  was  the  humble,, and  concise, 
and  sensible  request,  inspired  .by  pure  de¬ 
votion,  warm  from  the  heart  in  love  witlx, 
virtue. — And  while  the  former  sought  the 
thronged  temple,  or  the,  admiring  gaze  of 
the  multitude  in  the  market-place,  or  in 
the  streets  of  the  crowded  city — the  latter 
lifted  up  his  eyes  and  his  hands  at  the 
tomb  of  a  departed  friend,  in  the  little  cir¬ 
cle  of  his  follow’ers;  or  breathed  them  forth 
on  tlie  cold  mountain  top  while  the  solemn 
darkness  screened  him  from  the  scrutiny 
of  human  eyes,  and  where  no  car  was  open 
to  his  supplication  save  that  of  bis  Father 
and  his  God. 

In  respect  io- prayer ^  therefore,  neither 
Jesus,  nor  his  disciples  were  of  the  u'crW,” 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

Neic-  York  Gospel  Herald  Sf  Universalist 
Review. 

A  work  with  the  above  title  has  recently  been 
commenced  in  (he  city  of  New-York,  of  which 
we  hare  just  received  the  first  number.  It  is 
published  on  a  medium  sheet,  octavo  form,  every 
other  Saturday,  by  A.  C.  Thomas,  and  edited 
by  Rev.  T.  Fisk — Price  to  subscribers  per 
annum,  payable  in  all  cases  iti  advaance.  It  pro¬ 
fesses  to  be  the  union  of  several  papers  that 
have  been,  and  others  that  were  proposed  to  be 
published,  viz:  the  “Herald  of  Salvation,”  ‘  Uni- 
versalisl  Review,”  “Gospel  Herald,”  “Olive 
Branch  &  Christian  InoHirer,”  the  last  of  which, 
edited  for  the  last  year  by  Rev.  A.  Kncaland, 
has  just  been  closed.  Its  e-vecutien  is  neat,  its 
matter  generally  pithy, .and  it  bids  fair  to  be  emi¬ 
nently  useful,  in  the  numerous  family  of  Uni¬ 
versalist  publications,  in  disseminating friith  and 
dissipating  error  and  superstition.  We  are 
ph  ased  to  learn  by.  an  article  from  the  Editor, 
that  “  no  commupication,  that  tends  fo  impeach 
the  veracity  of  the  Holy.Scriptures— or  to  weak¬ 
en  our  belief  io  Divine  Revelation,  will  be.  ad¬ 
mitted  into  its  columns,  unless,  for  the  purpose 
of  refuting  it'**  It  would  probably ;  have. been 
well  fur  the  cause  of  truth  io  New-York  and  its 
vicinity,  had  this  course  been  pursued  by  all 
Editors  in  lhat  cHy,  for  the  last  two  years.  The 
well  known  talents  of  Brother  Fisk,  and  of  some 


contemplated  correspondeots  for  the  work, such- 
as  Brother  Henry  Fitz,  and  others,  will  doubt¬ 
less  obtain  for  the  Herald  Si  Review  an  exten¬ 
sive  and  liberal  patronage. 

THE  ‘UNIVERSALIST  PREACHER.^ 

A  work  of  this  title  is  also  to  be  published  in 
New.-York  by  Brother  A.  C.  Thomas,  and  edit¬ 
ed  by  Brother  T..  Fisk.  It  is  ta  be  published  in 
Monthly  Numbers,  each  number  to  contain  two 
or  more  Sermons  by  Universalist  Ministers,  and 
16  8vo.  pages,  and  at  the  unusually  low  price  cf 
■Fifty  Cents  per  annum  ! 

It  ii  publi.sheii  at  this  low  price  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  enabling  our  brethren  to  circulate  it 
gratuitously,  as  a  means  of  preventing  the  dele- 
tecious  effects  of  the  numerous  orthodox  tracts. . 
magazine*,  and  pamphlets,  with  which  our  coun¬ 
try  is  inund.ited.  Societies  or  individuals,  foi  . 
warding  ^5  to  the  publisher  in  New-York,  will 
receive  eleven  copies. 

THE  THRESHING  INSTRUMENT. 

A  Discourse  with  this  title,  on  the  text,  Isa. 
xli.lo.  “  Behold  I  will  make  thee  a  new  sharp 
threshing  instrument,  having  teeth”;  ^-c.  deliv¬ 
ered  in  t!)0  2il  Universalist  Church  in  PLiladcl- 
phia,  by  Rev.  Z.  Fuller,  has  just  cninc  to  hand. 
Tlie  design  of  the  author  was  to  expose,  and  to 
thresh  “small  as  the  dust”  some  of  the  most  wi¬ 
ly  and  dangerous  schemes  of  the  orthodox  popu¬ 
lar  clergy  of  the  day,  and  to  hold  up  to  just  re¬ 
probation  those  plans  and  movements  of  ecclesi¬ 
astics,  which,  in  their  nature  and  lendcncy,  arc 
designed  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  our  country, 
and  establish  the  reign  of  a  spiritual  hierarchy 
in  our  land.  The  Sermon  is  well  written,  and  ■ 
of  a  character  calculated  to  do  good. 

^t3?>A  few  copies  of  Ihc  above  Sermon 
for  sale  by  D.  Skinner.  Price  12  1-2  cents. 

LETTERS  TO  MR.WILBERFORCE 

The  present  No.  doses  this  interesting  series 
of  Letters;  and  from  the  interest  that  has  gene¬ 
rally  attended  their  perusal,  we  arc  persuaded 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  recommend  to  our 
subscribers  to  preserve,  them,  as  a  valuable 
treasure,  that  will  be  aliko  edifying  to  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  to  future  generations. 

NATURAL  GAS  SPRING  IN  UTICA. 

About  five  weeks  since,  in  digging  (not  near, 
as  stated  in  several  papers,  but)  under,  or  in  the 
cellar  of  the  Universalist  Church,  now  building 
in  this  Village,  a  spring  of  injlammable  gas  was 
discovered  issuing  from  the  earth.  It  appears 
to  be  pure  carburelled  hydmgen.  When  first 
discovered  and  brought- from  a  small  cavity  in 
tlie  earth  through  a  |>ii)e-stalc,  it  was  lighted  and 
a  flame,  ten  or  twelve  inches  in  height,  continu¬ 
ed  to  bnrn  for  some  length  of  time,  of  the  purest 
and  most  brilliant  light  imaginable.  Since  then 
the  earth  has  been  excavated  to  some  depth,  and  ' 
the  quantity  of  gts  seems  (o  increase  as  the  cari-* .. 


Kv  is  deepened.  But  for.  want  of  a  gasometer  j 
and  proper  means  of  confining  and  saving  what  | 
there  is,  its  quantity  and  properties  have  not  yet 
been  fully  ascertained.  ,  Itisboweversupposed, 
by  those  who  are  considered  good  judges,  that 
there  is  a  quantity  sufficient  to  light  a  consider¬ 
able  partnfthe  Village,  when  it  isallsas’ed  and 
properly  disposed  of ;  at  all  events  that  there  will 
be  amply  enough  to  light  the  Church. 

We  always  supposed  that  \he-UniversiUiit 
,  Church,  when  completed  would  be  -a  place 
whence  moral  light  would  emanate  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Village:  but  we  little  thought,  till 
this  spring  was  discovered,  that  it  would  be  a 
place  of  both  moral  and  natural  light.  One 
thing  in  particular  is  .  worthy  Of  notice  in  this 
light,  that  it  is  not  only  brilliant,  but  perfectly 
pure,  without  the'  Least  smell  or  appearance  of 
brimitone.  .Br.  Drew  of  the  Christian  Intelligen¬ 
cer,,  pleasantly  remarUs  of -the  place  where  it  is 
found,  that  ^'this  is  the  very  place  to  look  for  new 
and  pure  light,  above  all  others.  And  it* in¬ 
creases  a*  the  excavation  is  deepened.*  J ust  to 
it  always  was  with  Universalism — the  deeper 
you  dig,  the  better,-.- for  then, the  more  truth  you 
find,  and  the  more  light  is  obtained.” 

A  TRUE  HEROINE. 

.1  Lady  vs.  The  Pioneer  line  of  Stages, — A  curi¬ 
ous  incident  occurred  in  this  village  a  few  days 
"jince.  A  lady  travelling  from  the.  Wa.st  to  Alba¬ 
ny,  either  from  design  or  mistake,  took  passage 
in  the  “Pioneer,”  noted  particularly  Tor itB-religt* 
ous  character.  Having  travelled,  an  only  passen¬ 
ger,  as  far  as  this  place,  she  became  tired  of  the 
Tine,  and  particularly  so  of  a  solitary  ride,  in  se- 
.-ere  cold  weather,  as  it  then  was,  and  determin¬ 
ed  on  taking  the  **  Telegraph,”  for  Albaay,  a  stage 
of  the  Old  Line.  She  accordingly  made  known 
her  wishes  at  the  public  house  where  she  stopped, 
and  was  informed  she  should  be  gratified  by  a 
passage  in  the  stage  of  her  own  choice.  She 
paid  her  fare  through  to  Albany,  and  charged  the 
:igcnt  to  whom  she  paid  it,  not  to  deceive  her  and 
put  her  into  the  “  Pioneer”  again ;  'for  she  would 
not  ride  in  it ;  and  if  she  was  deceived,  she  would 
certainly  return  and-  prosecute  the  man  who  de¬ 
ceived  her.  Sbo  was  told  she  need  fear  no  de¬ 
ception.  Accordingly  when  tlie  Stage  was  ready 
ill  the  morning,  a  call  was  made  for  “  Telegraph 
passengers,”  and  she  got  herself  ready  and  took 
a  scat  in  the  Stage ;  not  however  till  -she  had 
inado  an  efibrt  to  see  the  nmn<  of  the  iise  upon 
(he  door  of  the  coach,  lest  she  shouldbe  deceived, 
and  was  laughed  at  for  her  incredulity  in  -doubt¬ 
ing  the  word  of  the  agent,  that  it  was  “certain¬ 
ly  the  Telegraph.”  She  was  not  permitted -to 
see  the  name :  and  the  stage  drove  on,  she  being 
tlie  only  passenger.  Afier  travelling  a  few  miles, 
the  stage  made  a  bait  at  a  public  house;  and 
having  alighted  from  the  coach,  she  found  she 
had  been  deceived,  and  was  aboard  the  “Pioneer.” 
She  then  ordered  her  baggage  taken  off,  hired  her 
passage  back  to  Utica,  and  verified  her  word  by 
prosecuting  for  deception  and  imposiUon ;  and  by 
,  the  verdict  of  an  impartial  jury,  recovered  Six- 
4teen  DaiUurs  damages !  How  the  poor,  pious  saints 
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i  are  persecuted  I  How  much  the  righteous  do  have 

I  to  sofier  in  this  world ! 

I 

I 

{  As  we  wert  absent,  when  the  last  No.  was  is¬ 
sued,  the  first  of  the  year,  we  take  this  earliest 
opportunity  of  presenting  the  compliments  of  the 
season  to  oiir  kind  patrons,  by  wishing  them  all-a 
HAPPY  NEW-YEAi:. 

STOP  THE  MAIL!  STOP  THE  MAIL!! 

A  grand  efibrt  is  now  making  by  the  combined 
powers  of  the  Presbyterians  throughout  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  tu  stop  the  transportation  of  the  mail, 
as  well  as  to  prevent  the  up^ne  of  it,  on  Sun¬ 
day.  This  sickly  efibrt  of  the  clergy,  to  obtain 
further  ascendancy  and  TOwer  over  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  nation,  we  nope  and  trust,  will  fall 
to  the  ground  with  merited  disgrace.  'We  can 
see  no  possible  good  to  be  derivM  from^its  suc¬ 
cess.  It  would  probably  injure  honest  men  in 
business,  and  be  the  means  of  protecting  and 
'  shielding  from  just  punishment,  some  villains, 
who  would  then  be  enabled  to  out-run  the  mail, 
and  escape  the'-danger  of  being  preceded  by  ad¬ 
vertisements.  One  thing  is  worthy  of  particular 
notice  in  relation  to  the  movers  of  this  novel 
scheme.  The***  Pioneer”  folks,  with  J.  Bisseil, 
Jr.  at  their  bead,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  re¬ 
monstrated  to  the  Post  Master*  General  against 
the  transportation  of  the  maH  on  Sunday,  as 
a  crying  sin  ;  but  when  they  found  they  could 
prevail  nothing  in  this  way,  but  that  the  mail 
must  travel  on  all  days  of  the  week — why,  to  be 
sure,  they,  would  be  willing  to  carry  the  mail 
themselves ;  and  for  lets  money  than  the  Old  Line 
has  of  Government  for  the  transportation  of  it ! 
Or  in  other  words,  **  It  is  a  most  heinous  crime, 
a  sin  of  the  blackest  dye,  to  transport  the  mail 
on  Sunday — but  if  this  must  be  done— wc  will 
volunteer  our  services  to  commit  the  sin — and 
will  do  it  cheaper  than  any  body  else  wii:*’ ! !  We 
read  that  “  Balaam  loved  the  reward  of  iniqui- 

_ ^  • 

Ekr'ata. — In  our  last  Number,  which  was-woyk- 
ed  olf  during  the  Editor's  absence  on  a  journev, 
several  errors  escaped,  which  it  becomes  ncces- 
*  sary  here  to  correct. 

I  Page  166,  3d  column,  3d  line  from  top,  instead 
of  “  though  they  may  deny,”  read,  “  though  you 
I  may  dwny,”  &c.  Subscribers  will  have  the  good¬ 
ness  to  correct  this  with  a  pen,  where  it  is  not  | 
I  already  done;  as  the  variation  alters  the  sense 
)  materially. 

I  Page  167,  3d  column,  first  word  in  the  second 
j  paragraph,  instead  of  “whatever,” read,  “where- 
I  ever.” 

Some  other  errors  of  less  importance  than 
■  these  escaped,  which  it  will  not  be  uocessaiy  now 
-  to  notice. 

,  ToCoRRESPONDtNTS. — Br.  S.  R.  Smith’s speci- 

^  men  of  the  work  he  is  now  preparing  for  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  Rome  other  communications,  shall  ap- 
1  pear  in  our  next. 

I  .  The  Mathematical  Q'uestion  of  C.  C.  does  not 
^  properly  come  within  the  design  of  this  paper. 

[  Our  firien'd  in  Adams,  N.  Y.  is  informed  fhat 
wc  are  not  in  possession  of  Dr.  Ely’s  celebrated 
'  Sermon,  from  which  -occasional  extracts  have 
>  been  made  in  our -columns.  The  extracts  were  | 
r  copied  from  other  papers.  There  is  however  no 
doubt  of  their  genuineness,  as  they  were  taken 
I  from  a  Philadelphia  paper,  where  the  Doctor 
lives,  and  the  same  extracts  were  read  and  com- 
I  mented  on,  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

»  . 

r  Wo  would  invite  the  attention  of  all  Germans 
,  who  may  see  this  paper,  to  the  following  **  Pro- 
^  posals,”  and  inform  any  of  them  who  may  wish  to 
subscribe  for  the  “  Bearer  of  Glad  Tidings,”  that 
we  will  cheerfully  act  as  agent  in  procuijng  it 
r  for  them.— £<1.  Jtilagazine 


PROPOSALS. 

For  publishing  a  German  Newspaper,  to 
be  entitled 

[DER  FRtELICHE  BOTSCHAFTER,] 

The  Bearer  of  Glad  Tiding,  for  defend¬ 
ing  the  Gommon  (or  Universal)  Salva¬ 
tion. 

‘Behold  I  bring  you  .good  tidings  which  shall 
be  unlo  all  peome.’ — Ancel. 

*A»in  Adam  mil  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all 
be  made  alive.’ — Paul. 

The  object  of  this  p\Ih!ication  will  be  to 
defend  and  illustrate  the  Christian  doc¬ 
trines  of  Faith  and  Re|>entance,  the  work 
of  Salvation,  the  New  Birth,  Rewards  and 
Punishments,  the  Unity  of  God,  and  Life 
and  Immortality  :  Also  to  e-xplain  those  pas¬ 
sages  of  Scripture  which  have  been  used  to 
disprove  the  doctrine  of  Universal  Salva¬ 
tion.  CONDITIONS. 

I.  The  “  Bearer  of  Glad  Tidings,’  will 
be  published  monthly,  in  a  pamphlet  form, 
of  16  large  octavo  pages,  by  G.  Grosh  & 
J.  Myers, 

H.  It  shall  ’  he  pnnted  on  good  paper, 
with  handsome  type,  and  delivered  to  sub- 
scribcTs,  at  one  dmlar  per  annum,  payable 
in  advance,  or  on  the  delivery  of  the. first 
number. 

'C^-^11  letters  must  he  addressed,  post 
paid,  to  G.  Grosh,  Marietta,  .Lancaster 
county,  Penn. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
County  of  Oneida,  on  the  6lh  inat.  a 
.  tee  was  appointed  to  takff  info  consideration 
the  evils  resulting  from  tbq  use  of  ardent  spiriU:. 
and  to  reptwt  thereon  to  the  society;  at  the 
meeting  in  July.  ..Meantime,  it  was 

Rtscive'd,  That  the  members  of  the  society, 
from  observftions  made  in  the  course  of  their 
profession,  are-convinced  that  the  habkaal  uae 
of  ardent  spirits  is  extremely  detrimental  to 
health,  causes  many  diseases,  and  not  unfre- 
qucntly  death,  even  in  middle  age.  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  will  use  our  individual  ex- 
eertions  to  discountenance  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  among  those  within  the  sphere  of  eur 
influence. 

Utica,  January  6, 1839. 

Back  and  Stomach. — The  Editor  of  a  paper  in 
Maine  makes  the  following  appeal  io  behalf  o? 
his  back  and  stomach : — “We  have  many  sub¬ 
scribers  who  have  taken  our  paper  for  four  years, 
and  have  paid  us  nothing.  Do  such  persons 
think  we  can  liveon  bineh  baik,like  a  Ccssack.s 
horse,  or  grow  fat  by  inhaling  the  west  wind  t 
Do  they  suppose  iheFemale  Charitable  Society 
find  us  with  clothes?  Do  they  suppose  that 
paper,  Ivpes,  ink,  fuel,  and  many  other  costly 
and  necessary  articles,  are  seal  to  us  by  un. 
known  hands?  Whatever  Dr.  Faustus  might 
have  done,  the  hluck  art  of  modern  printers  has 
no  such  magic  in  it.  When  bungiy,  we  have 
no  time  to  fish  or  hunt,  and  it  would  be  Impious 
to  expect  a  sheet  full  of  good  things  to  ba  mi¬ 
raculously  let  down  from  the  heavens  by  the 
four  comers,  as  in  the  case  with  Peter;  and  as 
to  being  fed  by  ravens,  it  is  more  Ukely  that  tbe 
ravens  will  fera  scantily  upon  us— unless  we 
get  some  money  ahortly.” 

It  is  a  sign  of  a  strung  mind  not  to  be  ever 
anxious  to  ffisnlay  one’s  wit,  but  of  a  coAi. 
mendable  modesty  not  to  desire  to  outshine 
t-tbers,  when  we  are  sensible  that  we  caudcMc 
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Ok  Horeb’s  rock  the  Prophet  atood,  j 

The  Lord  before  him  paat. 

A  hurricane  in  angry  mood 
Swept  by  him  strong  and  fast: 

The  foreets  fell  before  its  force, 

The  rocks  were  shivered  in  its  course ; 

God  was  not  in  the  blast. 

’Twas  but  the  whirlwind  of  his  breath, 
Announcing  danger,  wreck,  and  death. 

It  ceased.  The  air  grew  mute — a  cloud 
Came  mufBing  up  the  sun ; 

When  through  the  mountains  deep  and  loud 
An  earthquake  thundered  on. 

The  frighted  eagle  sprang  in  air, 

The  wolf  ran  bowling  from  bis  lair  j 
God  was  not  in  the  stun. 

’Twas  but  the  rolling  of  His  car. 

The  trampling  of  His  steeds  from  far. 

’Twas  still  again,  and  nature  stood 
And  calmed  her  ruffled  frame ; 

>Vhen  swift  from  Heaven  a  fiery  flood 
To  earth  devouring  came. 

.Down  to  its  depths  the  ocean  fled. 

The  sickening  sun  looked  wan  and  dead  ; 

Yet  God  filled  not  the  flame. 

’Twas  but  the  terrors  of  His  eye. 

That  lightened  through  the  troubled  sky. 

At  last  a  voice  all  still  and  small 
Rose  sweetly  on  the  ear. 

Vet  rose  so  shrill  and  clear,  that  all 
In  Heaven  and  earth  might  hear. 

It  spoke  of  peace,  it  spoke  of  love. 

It  spoke  as  angels  speak  above. 

And  God  himself  was  here. 

For,  oh,  it  was  a  Father’s  voice. 

That  bade  his  trembling  world  rejoice. 

■  '**»#  0  s***  ■  ■ 

CAN  YEARS  OF  SUFFERING. 

Can  years  of  snlTeruig  be  repaid 
By  after  years  of  blissi 
When  youth  has  fled,  and  health  decayed, 

Caa  naan  taste  happiness  1 
When  love’s  bright  visions  are  no  more, 

.  Nor  high  ambition’s  dream. 

Has  Heaven  no  kindred  joy  in  store 
To  gild  life’s  parting  beaml 

Ohl  bright  is  youth’s  propitious  hour. 

And  manhood’s  joyous  prime. 

When  pleasure’s  sun  and  beauty’s  flower 
Adorn  the  march  of  time. 

But  age  has  riper,  richer  joy. 

When  hearts  prepared  for  Heaven, 

Thrioe  tried,  and  pure  of  all  alloy. 

Rejoice  in  sins  forgrven. 

When  long  tried  love  still  twines  her  wreath 
Around  the  brow  of  age; 

And  virtne  the  atem  arm  of  death 
Disarms  of  all  iU  mge;  ^ 

When  friends,  long  cherish’d,  still  are  true; 

When  riftnous  offspring  bloom; 

'i'ben  man’s  enjoyment  purest  flow«, 

Ihongb  ripeaing  for  the  tomb. 
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I  From  the  New*York  Gospel  Herald, 
j  ‘  ‘  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  hell^**  8fC. 
j  Mr.  Editor, — Did  vou  ever  hear  what 
a  sad  plight  one  of  Mr.  Murray’s  oppo¬ 
nents  got  intO)  in  bringing  forward  this 
passage,  as  evidence  against  Universal- 
isin  ?  Mr.  Murray  had  been  challenged 
to  dispute  with  a  certain  minister,  who 
felt  great  confidence  in  his  argumenta¬ 
tive  powers.,  and  greater  perhaps,  in  be¬ 
lieving  that  Mr.  M.  had  none.  The  dis¬ 
putants  met, — and  Murray’s  opponent, 
with  an  air  of  great  self-assurance,  com¬ 
menced  the  debate  thus:  “Mr.  Murray,” 
said  he,*‘do  we  not  read,  that  the  ‘wicked 
shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  na¬ 
tions  that  forget  God’  ?  Get  them  out  if 
you  can.”  Mr.  Murray,  with  his  accus¬ 
tomed  shrewdness,  immediately  replied, 
— “Sir,  do  we  not  read  that  death  and 
hell  delivered  up  the  dead  that  were  in 
them  f  Get  them  back  again  if  you  can’ll! 

“  It  is  nothing,”  says  Smith,  in  his  ex¬ 
cellent  treatise  on  Divine  Government, 

“  it  is  nothing  to  say,  that  the  happiness 
intended  to  be  bestowed  upon  his  crea- 
I  tures  by  the  Deity  is  conditional.  There 
I  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  so  far  condi- 
{  tional,  that  no  being  can  be  happy  until 
he  becomes  virtuous.  But  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  men  are  placed,  and  the 
ultimate  effect  of  those  circumstances 
upon  their  character,  were  clearly  fore¬ 
seen  by  the  Deity,  and  if  he  perceived 
that  a»y  individual,  under  any  particular 
i  combination  of  circumstances,  would  ne¬ 
ver  become  virtuous,  he  would  either  have 
altered  his  circumstances,  or  not  have 
called  him  into  existence.  One  or  other 
of  these  measures  benevolence  required.” 

MARRIED, 

In  this  Village,  on  (he  22(1  inst.  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Skinner,  Mr.  Charles  Root  to  Miss  Miranda 
Bromley,  all  of  this  Villa^. 

African  Colony.— The  last  number  ofthe  Afri¬ 
can  Repository  mentions  that  very  shortly  a  ves- 
•el  will  bo  despatched  to  Liberia  withaboutone 
hundred  and  fifty  emigrants.  This  will  require 
all  the  means  which  the  society  are  at  present 
possessed  of,  The  number  to  be  transported 
are  only  about  one-fifth  of  those  now  seeking 
a  passage. 

NEW  ALMANAC. 

A  man  in  Washington  has  invented  a  curious 
Almanac,  which  may  be  comprised  on  the  face 
of  one  quarter  of  a  dollar;  and  is  perpetual, show¬ 
ing  tho  days  of  the  week  for  any  month  in  the 
year  within  the  space  of  ten  thousand  years, 
without  an  alteration.  This  Almanae  is  arran¬ 
ged  on  the  bead  of  an  ever- pointed  pencil  case, 
«nd  on  the  same  pencil  case  will  be  arranged 
the  phases  of  the  moon  for  one  thousand  years. 
It  also  shows  the  Dominical  letter  for  any  year; 
the  conjunction;  opposition,  and  quadrature  of 
the  moon  for  one  thousand  years.  And,  by 
stamping  the  leal  of  a  letter  with  the  head  of 
this  Mncil  case,  will  be  left  an  impression  show¬ 
ing  the  day  and  hour  in  which  the  letter  was 
sealed, 


A  warm  heart  requires  a  cool  head. 
Courage  without  discretion  is  like  fancy  with¬ 
out  judgnent, — all  sail  and  no  ballast. 

Labor  is  good,  if  not  for  food,  certainly  for 
physic. 

None  arc  more  inclined  to  become  the  en¬ 
emies  of  vice  than  those  who  have  been. 

slaves,  and  are  so  happy  as  to  havo  bro¬ 
ken  from  their  bondage. 

Dependence  is  a  poor  trade. 

Wear  your  shoos  rather  than  sheets. 

A  rascal  grown  rich  has  no  kindred. 

A  sober  roan  is  often  bashful. 

A  nod  from  a  man  of  fashion  is  a  breakfast 
for  a  dunce. 

A  man  with  a  lean  purse  finds  fault  with  the 
best  pieces  in  the  market. 

OBlTUARir. 

DIED.— On  the  S2d  inst.  at  the  Hermitage, 
and  in  the62d  year  of  her  age,  MRS  RACHAEL 
JACKSON,  wife  of  Andrew  Jackson,  Presi. 
dent  elect  of  the  United  States.  Her  health, 
which  had  for  some  months  been  mors  delicate 
than  usual,  became  seriously  impaired  about  a 
week  ago,  by  the  fatigue  of  a  long  walk.  She 
was  attacked  with  alarming  spasms  in  tho 
chest;  which  after  remitting  &  recurring  for  a  few 
days,  became  transferred  to  the  heart,  and  in  a 
moment  of  apparent  convalescense,  terminated 
without  a  groan  or  struggle  her  well  spent 
life. 

Died — At  Newport,  Herkimer  Co.  on 
the  13th  inst,  Mrs.  Lydia,  consort  of  Mr. 
John  Rodgers,  aged  34  years.  She  had 
long  been  wasting  away  under  that  pallid 
and  unrelenting  disease,  the  consumption, 
which  she  bore  with  Christian  fortitude 
and  patience ;  and  during  the  whole  of 
her  sickness,  continued  steadfast  in  that 
“  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,”  which  embraces  a  world’s  salva¬ 
tion,  through  the  mediation  of  Christ  Je¬ 
sus  our  Lord.  Though  the  daughter  of  a 
Baptist  clergymam,  and  educated  in  all  the 
peculiar  dogmas  of  that  sect,  yet  her  mind 
had  long  been  perfectly  freed  from  their 
influence  ;  aud  one  of  her  last,  and  most 
particular  requests,  was,  that  her  funeral 
sermon  might  be  preached  by  a  Uuiversal- 
ist  minister ;  and,  if  one  could  not  be  ob¬ 
tained,  to  be  buried  without  any  funeral 
sendees.  Her  request  was  complied  with; 
and  the  Editor  of  this  paper  delivered  a 
Discourse  on  the  occasion,  from  2d  Sam. 
xiv:14. 

In  this  Village,  on  tlie  17th  inst.  very 
suddenly,  of  the  croup,  Sopltia  C.  young¬ 
est  daughter  of  Mr.  Lyman  Scranton,  aged 
22  months. 

At  Newport,  on  Sunday  the  18th  inst. 
after  a  distressing  sickness  of  nine  months, 
Mrs.  Aurillia  H.  Burton,  consort  of  Mr. 

- Burton,  late  of  Buffalo,  in  the  29tL 

year  of  her  age.  She  has  left  a  husband, 
two  little  children,  and  a  numerous  circle 
of  relatives  and  friends,  to  mourn  the  ios.4 
of  an  aflectionate  wife,  an  amiable  mother^ 
and  an  exemplary  member  of  society. 

At  New-Hartford,  on  the  4th  inst.  Mr. 
Christopher  Morgan,  aged  53  years ;  muck 
lamented  by  his  family,  and  a  numerou» 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


V 


